Editorial:
The TRANSACTIONS Goes Monthly I N 1968, the IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON INFORMATION THEORY established the now familiar custom of bimonthly publication of regular issues-in January, March, May, July, September, and November-with an occasional special issue appearing as "Part II" during one of these months. More recently, beginning with the October 1998 Information Theory: 1948-1998 Special Commemorative Issue, special issues have been published independently of regular issues, during one of the alternate months.
With this January 2002 issue, the TRANSACTIONS moves to a monthly publication schedule of 12 issues per year. Special issues will appear within this schedule as they arise. This change was approved unanimously by the Board of Governors of the IEEE Information Theory Society, upon the unanimous recommendation of an ad hoc committee appointed to study the question of publication frequency. The transition to a monthly publication schedule acknowledges a substantial increase in the number of pages published annually in the TRANSACTIONS, amounting to over 30% in the past five years alone.
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Monthly publication is intended to provide readers with issues of a more manageable size and weight, while more evenly distributing the workload for those directly involved in the production process of the TRANSACTIONS. A modest, but nonetheless welcome, reduction in the average time from submission to publication is also anticipated.
Although the new publication schedule represents a major break with tradition, the readers of the TRANSACTIONS may rest assured that the papers published in this journal will continue to reflect the exceptionally high standards of technical and expository excellence that have been its hallmark for the past half-century.
